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GOVERNOR TOM McCALL AT USD LAW COMMENCEMENT 
FOR RELEASE THURSDAY, APRIL 24 
The University of San Diego will bestow an honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree upon Tom Lawson McCall, Sr., former governor of Oregon, 
noted for his work in the environmental and educational fields. McCall 
will be t~e speaker at the USD School of Law Commencement May 25. 
The ceremony will be at 10:30 a.m. in the Civic Theater. His son, 
Tom Jr., will graduate. 
Governor McCall is presently a professor at Oregon State University 
at Corvallis, occupying the Tom MC:all Chair of Political Science and 
Journalism. His first state office was that of Oregon Secretary of 
State, to which he was elected in 1964. He then served as Governor 
from 1966 until 1975, during which time Oregon led the nation in 
developing meaningful responses to the energy crisis. His recommendations 
to the Oregon legislature resulted in comprehensive environmental 
protection laws, state bonding for sewage and water treatment, creation 
of bicycle and hiking trails, passage of the nation's first "bottle 
bill" requiring a deposit on all beer and- soft drink containers, pro-
tection of Oregon's beaches from commercial and residential development, 
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Governor McCall has received numerous citations, including 1964 
Brotherhood ~ward from the Oregon Conference of Christians and Jews, 
1974 "Conservationist of the Year" by the National Wildlife Foundation, 
and 1974 "Education Citizen of the Year" from the Oregon Education 
Association. Prior to taking public office McCall pursued a career in 
journalis m, and has been honored for his television documentaries on 
environmental quality. 
He fulfilled his campaign pledge to make government more accessible 
to the people by conducting "Open House" in his office, inviting all 
citizens of Oregon to meet with him. He created the Office of the 
Ombudsman in 1969 to give citizens improved opportunity to find resolutions 
in their grievances with government agencies, and in 1973 added an 
assistant Ombudsman for patients in nursing homes. 
The USD School of Law will graduate 248 students at the May 25 
Commencement. 
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